Planning- ‘Bookworms’- Summer 2008

Communication, Language and Literacy 
	Language for Communication

	0-11
	· Communicates in a variety of ways including crying, gurgling, babbling and squealing 


	Be physically close, make eye contact and use touch and voice to communicate with young babies. Let babies communicate with and observe other babies and young children. Smile at baby and sing variety of songs/rhymes from range of cultures including babies own.
 Try to respond to the many ways the baby tries to reach you. Interpret the baby’s sounds by listening and responding or echo them. Use every day routines, such as dressing, changing, mealtimes to sing with and to talk to young babies and also encourage them to talk back to you.

	8-26
	· Takes pleasure in making and listening to a wide variety of sounds

· Uses single-word and two-word utterances to convey simple and more complex messages


	Share the discovery of sounds and words. When you show child an object, e.g. teddy, doll, spoon, say the word. Repeat back and reinforce what child says. 
Recognise young children’s competence and appreciate their efforts when they show their understanding of new words and phrases.

Model correct use of key words by using them in response to what children say, rather than by correcting them. Allow time to follow young children’s lead and have fun together whilst talking about actions such as going up, down or jumping.
Explore with the children a range of different sounds that they can listen to in the environment (e.g. trains, helicopters, wind) and also make (e.g. Wheeeeeee when going down the slide, splish, splash when playing with water)



	22-36
	· Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use them in communicating about matters which interest her
	Explore and talk about things which interest young children indoors and outdoors, and listen and respond to their questions. Play alongside children modelling use of language during play.
Value non-verbal communication and respond by adding words to action. (Child pointing at toy car. A: “Would you like to play with the car?” Child nods. “Yes! You would like to play with the car. Lets play together. Brrmmmm….look how fast it goes!”

	30-60
	· Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories

· Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall

· Describes main story settings, events and principal characters

· Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by her experience of books

· Consistently develops a simple story, explanation or line of questioning

· Listens with enjoyment, and responds to stories, songs and other music, rhymes and poems and makes up her own stories, songs, rhymes and poems.
	Listen to encourage talking- give children waiting time allowing them to think about what has been said. 

Model good listening. Making eye contact with speakers, asking relevant questions and commenting on what has been said.

Choose stories with repeated refrains, dances and action songs with looking and pointing, and songs that require replies and turn-taking, such as ‘Tommy Thumb’. Opportunities for children to revisit and explore stories read at story/group times. Use variety of different types of book- fiction/non-fiction, stories that repeat themes, big books and have multiple copies available if possible. Storytelling gives children a rich experience of language.
Listening area in classroom where children can select rhymes and stories. Introduce rhyme time bags to take home and involve parents in rhymes and singing games.
Opportunities for children to retell and create using: story bags/boxes, props and puppets, sequencing cards and pictures, role-play/home corner, circle stories, storyteller’s chair, masks and story maps. Encourage children to talk about characters, how they feel, why they do particular things in the story.
Spend time in book area with children, exploring and reading all types of books.

During small group times develop joint stories which can be scribed by adult and shared with other groups. Allow all children to contribute. May be developed over a few sessions to help understanding of different parts of story- setting, events & characters. 


	Language for Thinking

	0-20
	· Respond to the different things said to them when in a familiar context with a special person.
	Talk to baby about what you are doing. Create a stimulating sensory environment with activities that invite a response- use variety of smells, sounds, textures that you can talk to the babies about “What does that feel like? Oh it feels so soft and warm…”

	16-36
	· Are able to respond to simple requests and grasp meaning from context.
· Use action, sometimes with limited talk, that is largely concerned with the here and now.


	At this stage children’s understanding is much greater than their ability to express their thought and ideas. Give child the opportunity to engage in symbolic play, e.g. 
Use talk to describe what children are doing by providing a running commentary: “I can see that the waters running on the floor we need to get a watering can first and then we can fill it up to feed the flowers”.

	30-60
	· Is beginning to use talk instead of action to rehearse, reorder and reflect on past experience, linking significant events from own experience and from stories, paying attention to how events lead into one another

· Is beginning to use talk to pretend imaginary situations


	Provide role play opportunities where children can use imagination and experiences in their talk, e.g. Book shop, library, paint shop.
Use one item to create own imaginative stories within a small group, e.g. Put a key in the middle of the circle- Where do you think the key come from? Whose key do you think is it? What do you think the key does? Provide a variety of open questions for children in order for them to use thought and imagination to develop language.
Engage children in conversation during their play and prompt their thinking. Talk about events that happened during stories and own experience.

Make displays that remind children of what they have done-different topics/books they have explored.

	Linking Sounds and Letters

	0-20
	· Listens to, distinguishes and responds to intonations and the sounds of voices

· Enjoys babbling and increasingly experiments with using sounds and words to represent objects around her
	Share favourite songs with baby encouraging them to join in exploration of their fingers and toes while singing. Encourage playfulness, turn-taking and responses through peek-a-boo and rhymes.
Share the fun when babies discover new words and value their attempts at trying out new words. 

Find out from parents and use words that children use for things that are important to them, e.g. dada for dummy.

	16-36
	·   Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes

· Repeats words or phrases from familiar stories
	Use a variety of different sounds, chants and rhymes with children as the pattern of words encourages children to speak, repeat and echo what they are hearing.

Use different body sounds during stories to create rhythmic pattern, e.g. “The horse galloped across the field” Children could make a running noise by tapping their hands on their knees.
Talk about the different sounds they hear, such as the cow’s “moooo” while sharing a book.

	30-60+


	· Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities

· Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration

· Continues a rhyming string

· Hears and says the initial sound in words and knows which letters represent some of the sounds


	Encourage children to tune into initial letter sounds, e.g. I spy games “I spy someone whose name begins with….s”

Making up strings of alliterative non-words with same initial sound, “Wing wang woo waa”.

Use drums/body to tap out words and simple phrases.
Create letter and word rich environment where children see the purpose of letters and words.

See letter and sounds Phase 1 for further activities for use with small groups.

	Reading

	0-11
	· Listens to familiar sounds, words, or finger plays
	Playing peek-a-boo and singing rhymes with young babies can help them listen and take part. Play games with every day activities, e.g. waiting for fingers to pop out of a sleeve.

	8-36
	· Responds to words and interactive rhymes, such as “Clap Hands”

· Shows interest in stories, songs and rhymes


	Read/tell stories whilst interacting with children. Use different voices when telling stories and encourage children to join in as much as possible.
Encourage children to handle and explore books with variety of other visual/physical stimuli, e.g. puppets, props.
Try drawing their attention to pictures in books and in the environment.


	30-60+


	· Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups

· Is beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured

· Suggests how the story might end


	Promote the use of storytelling by adults- telling a story to children without using a book and often involving the children. This provides a different way of telling stories and can be very inspirational for the children. It emphasises the idea that stories are created by the imagination and can extend children’s interest in the many various kinds of story.

Use musical instruments/puppets during small group oral stories-encourage children to listen to others and joining in by taking on a role.

Introduce a variety of different types of books with a mixture of child/adult print. Magazines, flip charts, instruction books, 
Allow children to ask questions when appropriate during stories and get them to consider what might happen next/at the end.
Make story boxes with the children- discuss what they will need in them, characters, objects etc.
Continue to promote Nursery book borrowing scheme and discuss with parents the importance of reading with their children.

	Writing

	0-11
	· Moves arms and legs and increasingly uses them to reach for, grasp and manipulate things
	Place babies where they can focus on, grasp toys, wriggle and roll freely. Talk about the random marks babies make, e.g. in food, gloop etc. 


	8-30
	· Is beginning to make marks

· Examines the marks she and others make


	Provide wide range of mark making opportunities on the ground/walls (water, mud, chalks) finger painting. Use salt, sand, foam and grain trays with objects (cars, pencils, sticks) or just fingers and hands.
Talk to children about the patterns and marks they make, showing them that you value what they do. If children find a favourite way of making marks, give them the chance to do it.


	30-60+


	· Sometimes gives meaning to marks as she draws and paints

· Uses writing as a means of recording and communicating
· Attempts writing for different purposes, using features of different forms such as lists, stories and instructions
	Playing and experimenting with writing, for example through role play, and watching others write (shared writing)

Write poems, songs and stories with children, scribing for them.

Offer regular opportunities for children to see and discuss adults writing for specific purposes- writing a list, story, instructions, and observations. Talk to the child about what you are doing and why.

Provide activities where children can both experiment with writing and write for a purpose – use play and experience to generate writing.

Create lists- e.g. decorating materials, what’s growing in the garden?. Drawing/writing plans of rooms-what do we need? What colours shall we use?
Using writing to create weather charts/maps/forecasts. 

Recording sport start/finish lists/times.
Make books with the children-using photographs/pictures they have created as illustrations.


	Handwriting

	0-20
	· Plays with own fingers and toes and focuses on objects around her

· Is beginning to bring together hand and eye movements to fix on and make contact with objects
	Ensure babies have time to explore their own fingers and toes- singing and touching toes together.

Provide range of activities which encourage large and fine motor movements- pushing a ball to another child, passing a car, painting on a large scale.

	16-26
	· Makes random marks with her fingers and some tools
	Help young children to develop their manipulative skills by engaging them in activities such as scribbling, rolling and printing. Provide resources for finger painting and play with soapy water to interest those who are not able to hold a brush or pen to mark make.

	22-36
	· Is beginning to show some control in her use of tools and equipment
	Encourage children to handle and manipulate a variety of media and implements. Ensure children have access to a range of tools and objects, e.g. spoons, knives, hammers, saws, clay tools, rolling pins, different materials to print with, wood.

	30-60+


	· Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements

· Is beginning to form recognisable letters


	Upright working surfaces promote fine motor skills. E.g. vertical chalkboards; easels for painting; flannel boards; magnet boards; windows and mirrors; white boards
Display and celebrate examples of children's own writing.
Have pens readily available in all areas for children to write names on things made-reinforce the purpose of writing name so we ‘know who’s model/painting it is’.

Provide rich variety of writing tools and paper both indoors and out.

Encourage letter shape-painting, in gloop, salt, range of mark makers, name writing, labelling.

Opportunities for meaningful writing in role-play areas.

Also see Write Dance activities.




